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ation to the United States was made by Texas, -which now had
an independent government that had "been acknowledged by us.
The offer was declined by President Yan Buren, partly upon
the ground that it involved constitutional questions which it
would be inexpedient now to agitate, and partly because we
had a treaty of amity and commerce with Mexico, the friendly
purposes of which would appear to be disregarded by enter-
taining this proposal. Mr. ^Webster had received a great num-
ber of petitions against the annexation before the actual con-
dition of this negotiation was publicly known. As soon, how-
ever, as it was known, he considered that the time had arrived
when it was proper for our citizens to declare their sentiments
on the subject, and he accordingly presented the petitions at
this session.1

1 October 12, 1S37.